A-level Families and Households Exam Practice Question 2

1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Outline and explain two ways in which feminism may have changed the way families are now organised.  (10 marks) 

2. Read Item C below and answer the question that follows.

	Item C

In functionalist thought, the family is seen as a particularly important institution because as Parsons argues it is the 'basic building block' of society and is responsible for performing the crucial functions of socialising the young and meeting the emotional needs of its members. Functionalists argue that stable families underpin social order and economic stability.


Applying material from Item C, analyse two functions of the family which are regarded as crucial to social order or economic stability by functionalist sociologists.  (10 marks)

3. Read Item D and answer the question that follows. 
	Item D
From a Marxist Feminist perspective, the traditional nuclear family only came about with capitalism, and the traditional female role of housewife supports capitalism – thus women are doubly oppressed through both the nuclear family and capitalist system.  Radical feminists see families as patriarchal institutions in which women are oppressed by men in a variety of ways. 


Applying material from Item D and your knowledge, evaluate feminist          explanations of the role of the family in society. (20 marks)
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